[bookmark: _GoBack]The Multicenter Perioperative Outcomes Group (MPOG) utilizes a HIPAA-compliant restricted virtual machine (VM) for statistical analysis of data related to research projects. This VM is maintained at the University of Michigan Central Campus. Collaborators from external institutions can remotely access the VM using individualized usernames/passwords to complete statistical analyses; login rights are controlled by MPOG Central administrators. An audit trail is maintained for folders containing the data. All individual patient data remains in the VM environment; only aggregate statistics may be publicly reported.
